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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1993 / Dec. 3

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Notice on Continuation
of Libyan Emergency
December 2, 1993

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Section 202(d) of the National Emergencies

Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for the auto-
matic termination of a national emergency un-
less, prior to the anniversary date of its declara-
tion, the President publishes in the Federal Reg-
ister and transmits to the Congress a notice stat-
ing that the emergency is to continue in effect
beyond the anniversary date. In accordance with
this provision, I have sent the enclosed notice,
stating that the Libyan emergency is to continue
in effect beyond January 7, 1994, to the Federal
Register for publication.

The crisis between the United States and
Libya that led to the declaration on January
7, 1986, of a national emergency has not been
resolved, and Libya continues to use and sup-

port international terrorism. Such Libyan actions
and policies pose a continuing unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the national security and
vital foreign policy interests of the United States.
For these reasons, I have determined that it
is necessary to maintain in force the broad au-
thorities necessary to apply economic pressure
to the Government of Libya to reduce its ability
to support international terrorism.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Thomas S.
Foley, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. The
notice is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

Statement on Signing the International Parental Kidnapping Crime Act of
1993
December 2, 1993

Today I have signed into law H.R. 3378, the
‘‘International Parental Kidnapping Crime Act
of 1993.’’ This legislation underscores the seri-
ousness with which the United States regards
international child abduction. It makes this
crime, for the first time, a Federal felony of-
fense.

H.R. 3378 recognizes that the international
community has created a mechanism to promote
the resolution of international parental kidnap-
ping by civil means. This mechanism is the
Hague Convention on the Civil Aspects of Inter-
national Child Abduction. H.R. 3378 reflects the
Congress’ awareness that the Hague Convention
has resulted in the return of many children and
the Congress’ desire to ensure that the creation
of a Federal child abduction felony offense does
not and should not interfere with the Conven-
tion’s continued successful operation.

This Act expresses the sense of the Congress
that proceedings under the Hague Convention,
where available, should be the ‘‘option of first
choice’’ for the left-behind parent. H.R. 3378
should be read and used in a manner consistent
with the Congress’ strong expressed preference
for resolving these difficult cases, if at all pos-
sible, through civil remedies.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
December 2, 1993.

NOTE: H.R. 3378, approved December 2, was as-
signed Public Law No. 103–173. This statement
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary
on December 3.
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